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Can the Fire Department Find Your Property?

Every home within the Powell River Regional District 
(excluding Lasqueti Island) should have a house number 
assigned to it.  If you do not know yours, or need one for 
new construction, simply call the Regional District office 
at (604) 485-2260 or if your property is located within the 
City of Powell River, call (604) 485-8614.

Your fire department carries mapping of house numbers, 
but having your house number clearly posted at the 
beginning of your driveway can make a huge difference 
in response time – especially on a dark, rainy night when 
visibility is poor.  Your house number should be: 

•	 At least 18 inches (460mm)  
by 12 inches (300mm), with 
clear, bright numbers on a 
dark background.

•	 Placed on a sign at the 
beginning of your driveway, 
in a location clearly visible  
to on-coming traffic and high 
enough that weeds and brush 
will not obscure the sign.

Can the Fire Department Reach Your Property?

Please remember that most fire departments respond 
with large, heavy trucks that carry a lot of water and 
equipment – in many cases, they are bigger than dump 
trucks.  The closer that fire-fighting equipment can be to 
the fire scene, the faster and more effective it will be with 
the job of fire suppression.  Your driveway should be:

•	 At least 15 feet (4.5 metres) wide, have a solid 
base of gravel or asphalt and should not be too 
steep or have very sharp curves. 

Please do your best to ensure that your driveway is not 
cluttered with vehicles, equipment, or anything else that 
would hinder access by a large emergency vehicle.     

Your fire department will do its very best 
to reach you during an emergency, 

but the responsibility for a clearly marked 
and accessible driveway is yours.

What Can You Do Now to Be Prepared and Help 
Prevent a Fire? 

Smoke Alarms are your business’ or home occupant’s 
first line of defense – and they are not expensive.  Follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions for installation and 
placement and remember to test them regularly, change 
batteries twice a year and inform your children and other 
building occupants about what they are, where they are 
and what to do if they sound an alarm.

Fire Extinguishers are safe and easy to use.  A typical 
house would carry two of them.  Each 5-pound (2.3 kg) 
extinguisher should be certified for use on AB and C fuels 
(that covers electrical, structural and flammable liquids 
fires).  Follow the manufacturer’s advice for placement, 
installation, maintenance and operation. 

An Evacuation Plan is very important.  If the smoke 
alarm is activated, children and other occupants should 
be clear on how to leave the building and where to meet 
(or muster) for their safety.

Chimney Cleaning should be a regular and frequent 
project especially if you use wood as a primary source 
of heat.  If the accumulated creosote in your chimney 
ignites, it becomes a difficult fire to access and to 
extinguish.  

Roof Gutter Cleaning is important because along 
with rain water, roof gutters collect leaves, branches, 
and conifer cones.  During an extended period of dry 
weather, these dry out in the gutter and become a fire 
hazard that a spark or ember from a nearby fire can easily 
ignite.  Once established, a fire in the gutter can easily 
spread into the roof structure of your building.  Regular 
cleaning reduces that risk.

The Powell River Regional District has produced Community Wildfire Protection Plans for Savary 
Island and for the mainland.  These reports can be found on our website at http://www.powellriverrd.
bc.ca/inside-the-prrd/reports-studies/.  Watch for future public educational sessions geared towards 

encouraging land owners to reduce fire hazards on their properties. 3

Food Scraps / Yard and Garden Waste 
Simply Too Good to Waste!

Have you ever looked into your trash bin at home, work 
or at a friend’s house?  The Powell River Regional District’s 
Let’s Talk Trash team conducts 
waste audits to determine 
exactly what is in our waste 
stream heading for the landfill.  
The average trash bin is found 
to contain an estimated 
40% of materials that are 
compostable.  That figure 
increases drastically when 
looking at the waste stream 
from the food service industry.  
Compostable materials range 
from kitchen food scraps to 
leaf and yard waste to food 
soiled paper products.  This 
means that a whopping 40% 
of Powell River’s trash could 
be diverted and turned into 
nutrient rich soil instead 
of being sent to a landfill.  
Additionally, yard, garden and 
clean wood  waste can be 
added as a required carbon 
source to the composting 
process as opposed to being 
burned in our back yards.

The Ministry of Environment has set a target that 
75% of BC have access to composting programs by 
2020.  This goal assists in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions while also prolonging the life of many existing 
landfills as we essentially would be throwing 40% less 
into our trash bins.  The landfill currently being used 
by Powell River is located in Roosevelt Washington, 
USA – a long and costly haul both monetarily and 
environmentally.  Additionally, the lack of oxygen 
(anaerobic environment) in landfills results in the release 
of methane gas.  Methane gas is a harmful greenhouse 
gas that is 25-70 times more harmful than carbon 
dioxide.  The exact figure varies depending on which 
scientific body you reference.

In British Columbia, regional districts are mandated by 
the Provincial Environmental Management Act to develop 
Solid Waste Management Plans that are long-term 

visions of how each regional district would like to 
manage their solid wastes, including waste diversion 

and disposal activities.  The Powell River Regional 
District’s Solid Waste Management Plan identifies four 
overall strategies, one of which is the implementation 
of a composting strategy inclusive of centralized 
composting.

Our Solid Waste Management Plan is 
based on a philosophy of “Working 
Towards Zero”, with reference to the 
goal of Zero Waste.  This philosophy 
identifies the ultimate target of 
Zero Waste, but acknowledges 
that it is not easily or immediately 
attainable.  However the ability to 
take out a huge piece (40%) of our 
landfill-destined waste by diverting 
all compostable materials from 
our waste stream is realistic and 
achievable!

Survey Results Are In

With the Solid Waste Management 
Plan’s composting strategy in mind, 
the Regional District’s Let’s Talk Trash 
team conducted a survey to get 
input from Powell River’s residents 
and business owners on a potential 
food scraps and yard waste (organics) 
diversion program.  Over 94% of the 
survey respondents said that they 
support diverting organics out of our 
garbage and to a composting facility.

Next Steps

The task of the Regional District is now to work through 
a rigorous search for the best proponent to provide 
an organics processing facility for our region.  We will 
work with the City of Powell River, Tla’amin First Nation 
and the business/institutional community to design 
a composting program that meets the community’s 
needs and that considers costs, wildlife/rodent control 
and the resulting end product.  A local government-
run composting system would also have to meet the 
Ministry of Environment’s strict regulations which 
require temperature regulation (to ensure all weed 
seeds, bacteria, parasites and pathogens are eliminated), 
testing for heavy metals or any harmful materials, and 
strict leachate and odour controls.  Any direction taken 
will include ongoing information updates to the 
community and a thorough and extensive education 
program to encourage participation.6
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Going Beyond Backyard Composting

As a first approach to organics management in our 
region, the Regional District’s Let’s Talk Trash team focuses 
significant resources on the education and promotion of 
backyard composting.  During much of the year, they host 
FREE monthly compost workshops that cover methods 
for both indoor and outdoor composting including worm 
bins, converted freezer composters, Bokashi fermentation, 
bear-proof composters and pile composting.  Many of 
these methods are actively on display for the public at the 

Compost Education Centre located in 
the community gardens behind 

the Community Resource 
Centre on Joyce Avenue.  

Residents can also 

bring their food scraps 
(no meat or fish please) to this 

site free for composting.  The Regional 
District will continue to encourage and support backyard 
composting while working with compost experts to 
find answers to some of the limits and challenges faced 
by backyard composters.  The Regional District will also 
continue to actively engage with community groups that 
are working to encourage the diversion of wasted food 
through food recovery hierarchy programs. 

A local government-run composting program is a second 
approach to organics management for our community 
which offers the benefit of allowing the collection of 
materials such as meat, bones, fish, cooked leftover food, 
dairy products, grain products such as bread and pizza, 
and soiled paper products, like napkins, paper towels 
and pizza boxes.  While some backyard composters 
have successfully managed to compost many of these 
products, some prefer to avoid these materials as they are 
known to be attractants for rodents, bears and dogs.  A 
common concern is that a food waste diversion program 
will attract more wildlife as the material is concentrated;  
a potential bear buffet.  Many regions in BC now have 
access to municipal composting and have banned 
organics from the landfill.  Vancouver Island and Whistler, 
for instance, have similar contact to wildlife compared 
to Powell River and these regions, through education 
and prevention, have mitigated this concern.  Wildlife-

proof containers, proper storage, frequent pick-ups and 
minimizing attractants are key.  A composting program 
also provides an outlet for unused fallen fruit that proved 
to be a major attractant this past year in Powell River.  A 
local government-run program also offers a solution to 
businesses, industry and residents that are unable to set 
up a backyard composting system and thus are forced 
to place their organics in their trash bins.  To successfully 
achieve a potential 40% diversion from the landfill, 
participation by all is imperative.

Added Benefits

Increasing Powell River’s resiliency by starting to deal 
with more of our waste locally will be a benefit to our 
community.  This benefit will be reflected in local job 
creation, lower carbon emissions and the creation 
of high quality products from our waste (resource) 
stream.  Mature finished compost that has been tested 
and regulated can result in a ‘Class A’ product for use in 
our community for gardens, landscaping, farming and 
erosion control projects.  As soil depletion becomes 
more of a hot topic, it seems wasteful to be throwing 
compostable, soil-making material into the discard pile.  
Let’s move towards feeding the land and vegetation, not 
the landfill!

Below is a list of services currently provided by the Regional District.  The areas that contribute to the cost of each service 
are listed on the right.  Some services such as cemeteries and regional parks are region-wide services in that they are 
supplied to the whole region and paid for by all areas.  Other services such as planning and para-transit are sub-regional 
as they are only provided to and paid for by specific areas.  Services such as the operation of the Texada Airport or fire 
protection to Savary and Lasqueti islands are local in that they are provided to only one electoral area, or to a subset 
within an electoral area. 

General Administration
Grants-in-Aid

Waste Management (Recycling & Disposal)
Waste Management (Lasqueti Island only)

Regional Parks
Cemeteries

Regional Animal Shelter
Regional Emergency Preparedness

9-1-1 Emergency Telephone
Electoral Area Feasibility Studies

Electoral Area Administration
Library Mainland / Texada

Library Lasqueti Island
Septage Disposal

House Numbering
Para-Transit

Planning
Northside Recreation

Community Recreation Kelly Creek Community School
Community Recreation Lasqueti Island

Savary Island Volunteer Fire Department
Northside Volunteer Fire Department
Malaspina Volunteer Fire Department

Lasqueti Island Volunteer Fire Department
Lund Sewer

Myrtle Pond Water
Texada Airport

Texada Heritage
Texada Health Centre

Texada Recreation Commission
Texada (Van Anda) Dock 

Emergency Program Electoral Area D
Savary Marine

Lasqueti Island Marine Ramp
Economic Development

A,B,C,D,E,CITY,SIGD*
A,B,C,D,E,CITY,SIGD
A,B,C,D,CITY,SIGD
E
A,B,C,D,E,CITY,SIGD
A,B,C,D,E,CITY,SIGD
A,B,C,D,CITY
A,B,C,D,E,CITY 
A,B,C,D,CITY
A,B,C,D,E
A,B,C,D,E
A,B,C,D,SIGD
E
A,B,C,D
A,B,C,D
A,B,C,D,SIGD
A,B,C,D,SIGD 
part of A
C
E
Savary Island only
part of A
part of B,C,SIGD
Lasqueti Island only
part of A
part of B
D
D
D
D
D
D
Savary Island only
E
A,C,D

These services are made possible in large part, though not exclusively, through the use of tax dollars (property taxes 
and parcel taxes).  Regional Districts do not have direct taxing authority and rely on BC’s Surveyor of Taxes and member 
municipalities to collect taxes from property owners within the region.  The City of Powell River taxes land owners within 
its boundary directly.  Regardless of where your property tax bill comes from, it will contain a line for the collection 
of taxes for Regional District services.  The Regional District has been contacted by some rural land owners that have 
assumed that the full amount owed on their property tax bill is being collected for Regional District services only.  This 

is not the case.  Other taxes are collected by the Province for schools, policing, roads, etc.  Your rural tax bill may also 
contain a line for the collection of taxes for services provided by local improvement districts such as water or sewer.2

 see page 3

 see pages 4 & 5

 see pages 6 & 7

*Sechelt Indian Government District
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