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The Let's Talk Trash team would like to acknowledge and thank the following schools 
who participated in our school recycling program assessment:
 

Assumption School
Brooks Secondary School
Edgehill Elementary 
Ecole du Soleil
Grief Point Elementary
Henderson Elementary
James Thompson Elementary
Kelly Creek Community School
Oceanview Middle School
Powell River Christian School
Vancouver Island University

Through programs, initiatives and systems currently occurring at your schools, we have 
pulled out key components and have added a few new ideas, which have been compiled 
into this package.  We were impressed with the wide variety of student involvement, 
teacher participation and programming creativity. 

Enclosed in this package you will find our recommendations for starting the school year 
off with a successful collection and recycling campaign. Our intention is to help each of 
your schools advance and strengthen your current recycling programs.

During the 2011/2012 school year, the Let's Talk Trash team and Destination 
Conservation will be joining forces to tackle this year's theme; waste.  We would like to 
co-present to your students and teachers on the “Three R’s”, encouraging students to 
“Re-Think” first and consider overall waste reduction.

The Let’s Talk Trash team has worked with the City of Powell River to include schools 
in the municipal Curbside recycling collection routes.  Please contact us if you would 
like to participate in this program. 

We will be available to support your programs and would like to hear any feedback you 
may have for us throughout the school year.  The team may be contacted at: 
letstalktrashteam@gmail.com or through Coco Hess 414.0647 or Abby McLennan 
414.5200.  Thank you again for your participation on the journey to zero waste.
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   Systematic     Routine  

Have a recycling day that is on the same day each week.  Equip 
students with a clipboard and checklist to ensure consistency and to 
serve as a reminder of all the tasks that need to done.  To reduce 

paper consumption, laminate checklists so that students can reuse them each week.

1. Figure out which recyclables will be collected at your school.
2. Will you be collecting compost?
3. Is each classroom equipped with a designated bin for each of the collection targets 

(i.e. Paper, plastics, compost, refundables)
4. Do you have a centralized sorting and storage area 
5. Is there a designated group of students who are responsible for classroom 

collections and/or centralized sorting?
6. How are recyclables delivered?  Is there a preference as to how they are sorted 

and stored?

Upon answering these questions, your school should be able to devise which key 
components need to be on the “checklist”.  After visiting each school it was evident that 
clean plastic and juice boxes are problematic.  An important point to stress is to ensure 
that unclean plastic going into the recycling bins must be thoroughly rinsed and cleaned. 
An area that demands attention is the location of an available sink to clean juice boxes. 
Providing a space either in the classroom where juice boxes can be rinsed immediately 
or at a later sorting stage will help to eliminate fruit flies and sticky messes enabling the 
recycling of refundables to be a more efficient task. 

Start     of     Year     Checklist  

Have a checklist that can be updated each year and used to ensure that all 
components of your recycling system are in place for the new school year. 
One of the most important factors here is your recyclable delivery method.  If your 
paper, plastics and refundables have been taken away by 3 separate people in the past it 
will be important to confirm that each will be taking on this task again.  If it was a 
contracted private service, a new contract may need to be signed.  It is also critical to 
determine at this point if there have been any changes to the collection system that will 
create a change down the whole collection line.
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Your checklist should include the following items:

 Recyclable delivery system confirmed
 Any new changes to recycling collection?
 Proper collection bins in every classroom
 Staff review of recycling program protocols
 Sorting & recycling storage space
 Designated student collection group confirmed
 Update sorting/storing checklist for student use
 Approved recycling day for classroom collection
 Compost maintenance volunteer  
 Municipal Curbside Collection program established

Call     2     Recycle  

Call2Recycle is an organization that distributes a cardboard container 
for battery collection free of charge.  Once the container is full, simply seal the self-
addressed box and send it in the mail with pre-paid postage. For more information or to 
order your box, visit call2recycle.org.

 Ink     &Toner     Cartridges,     Cell     Phones     &     
Rechargeable     Batteries  

These items may be collected and brought back to our local Staples to 
be deposited in the separated containers at the front of the store.

Collection     Bins  

Having proper bins with clear labelling will aid in the efficiency of your recycling 
program.  For refundables, a garbage can or plastic bin with a tight fitting lid will help to 
keep fruit flies at bay.  If your school is recycling paper, plastics and refundables, each 
classroom should be equipped with a separate container for each of these 3 items.  Initial 
sorting in the classroom will ease the task of sorting and storage of 
recyclables into your central storage area when the time comes to 
move these items out of individual classrooms.
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Compost 

If you are collecting compost at your school, congratulations!!  It is 
important to keep your composting site pest and rodent free.  To help with this task it is 
a good idea to have 1 designated compost maintenance volunteer.  The role of this 
individual is to mainly keep an eye on the general health of the composter and to 
organizing the emptying of the composter in the fall.  In the elementary schools this 
individual should be a staff member who can have a student helper if there is interest.

Note:  Plastic bags (even those labelled “compostable”) should not be placed in your 
school compost bins, as they will not break down properly.  Marketed “compostable 
bags” require extremely high temperatures and mandate a “municipal composting” 
system in order to guarantee successful breakdown. 

A compost education centre (CEC) has recently been launched at the community garden 
behind the Community Resource Centre.  The CEC will have upcoming workshops 
available for student field trips.  There is an array of different composting methods at 
this site that can be viewed on the field trip.  Student handouts and activities will also be 
included as part of this field trip option.  Contact the the Let's Talk Trash team for 
further information or to book a trip!

Compost     Collection     Alternatives  

One product we have sourced for collection of compost is leak and 
odour proof food waste bags that can be used on their own or as a bin 
liner.  These bags can then be placed in a back yard composter where 
they will breakdown.  One comment we heard repeatedly was that many teachers find 
compost collection to be too smelly inside the classroom.  Through experimental use of 
these bags, we've found them to be very effective in cutting out the odour that food 
waste can create.  These bags are offered through “Bag to Earth” and are totally 
biodegradable, compostable and contain no plastic.  The inner lining of the bag is 
composed of plant cellulose, which can be rinsed for repeated uses of the bag.  These 
bags come in different sizes depending on your needs and may be beneficial for use in 
classrooms where composting has been challenging in the past.  For more information 
visit bagtoearth.com.  Bag to Earth samples are available thru request.

Our team also offers an introductory guide to classroom vermicomposting along with 
student activities that pertain to academic curriculum guidelines available upon request.

Waste Management Education Program School Recycling Assessment Package 2011



         Beginning     &     End     of     Year     Surveys  

A survey can help determine the strong and weak points of your recycling system. 
Ensuring that your system is clear and supported by staff members will help with the 
success of your school program.  It is important to hear all voices on your team.  This 
survey can be quick and simple.  We recommend sending this online to avoid paper 
consumption.

An example: 

Rate the effectiveness of our school recycling program
 (weak) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9   (strong)

Rate the efficiency of our school recycling program
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

What is the participation level of recycling in your classroom
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Do you support our school recycling program?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

List any concerns or improvements you feel we could work on:
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